[Levels of fraction I and VW antigens in cultures of the plague microbe grown on yeast-casein, yeast-Hottinger broth and yeast-sunflower oil cake media].
The content of fraction 1 and VW-antigens in Y. pestis cultures grown in different media (yeast-casein medium, yeast medium with Hottinger digest, and yeast medium with sunflower-seed protein) was studied over the course of their growth by means of the antibody neutralization and microprecipitation in agar tests. The media under study were not inferior to the casein sulfuric hydrolysate-based medium used for control in their capacity for ensuring the synthesis of VW-antigens. The maximum accumulation of fraction 1 was observed in yeast medium with sunflower-seed protein. In all media the maximum content of fraction 1 was registered on day 3 of cultivation, and the maximum accumulation of VW-antigens on days 8-9 of incubation at 37 degrees C. The data obtained in this study make it possible to regard fraction 1 and VW-antigens as the secondary metabolites of Y. pestis.